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agreed to give up Ruatan and the Bay Islands to the
Republic of Honduras. Her claims with regard to the
Mosquito Coast concerned Nicaragua as well as Hon-
duras. With the latter power an agreement was come
to in November, 1859, and with the former in January,
1860. The Protectorate over the Indians was withdrawn
in consideration of certain stipulations in their favour
made by the states in whose territory they lived, and all
other matters were amicably adjusted. In 1860 copies
of the treaties with Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua,
were officially communicated to the American Govern-
ment, by whom they were received with such great '
satisfaction that President Buchanan in his annual
message to Congress said, "The discordant constructions
of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty between the two Govern-
ments, which at different periods of the discussion bore
a threatening aspect, have resulted in a final settlement
entirely satisfactory to this Government."

It should be noted that throughout this long and
intricate discussion, no doubt whatever was expressed on
either side as to the meaning and binding force of those
provisions-of the treaty, which stipulated for the neutrality
of the means of communication between the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans, and their freedom from the exclusive
control of any one Government. The controversy
turned simply and solely upon the question whether
Great Britain was bound by the treaty to abandon the
territories she already held in Central America, and thus
put herself in exactly the same position as the United
States, who had no possessions in that region. In the
end Great Britain gave way on almost every point, and
the President of the United States declared that the
questions in dispute had been "amicably and honourably